AVON SQUASH AND RACKETBALL 

INCORPORATING BRISTOL AND DISTRICT  SQUASH LEAGUE

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   2013

At David Lloyd  Westbury

1. CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME.  

Nick Drysdale welcomed all those present.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

Apologies were received from Rob Livingstone,  Jan Ellis, Rob Baxendale, and Alan and Sarah Brown.

3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last AGM were proposed by  Ruth Drysdale (Women’s League Secretary) and Keith Anderson (Lansdown), and approved.

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.

The Chairman reported that the goals outlined at the beginning of the year had all been achieved, thanks to all the members of both the committee and the clubs:

Regional events have taken place throughout the BADASS area, with, for     instance, the County Closed being held at Lansdown in Bath;

      Racketball is becoming more popular, supported by national initiatives;

 The Avon Graded Tournament/The Open/The Closed will also be played 

 In varying locations  (Mark Regan pointed that out as well as raising money for a club, these events can be publicised on the website, along with information on all other local tournaments)

 He also offered a massive vote of thanks to Olly Morrall for his work on the  magazine BADASS, and invited contributions from all clubs, on all related subjects, with the aim of creating a sort of local Wikipedia – sponsors too would be welcome.  

5. TREASURERS’ REPORTS

This was the last year with dual accounting, as the old Avon and Badass accounts are being merged.

Olly reported from Rob’s BADASS accounts that the League accounts were in a very healthy position.  The Avon accounts were breaking even, withEngland Squash grants covering squash coaching.  County players were now waiving cash subsidies.  Junior clubs were becoming more active.

Richard King commented that since the new coaching projects started up by both Avon and Badass local squash has benefited greatly – Backwell has been funded from scratch, Bradley Stoke has has adult coaching sessions, and coaches are now able to set up not only 6-week starter courses but also school and adult taster sessions.

The Chairman asked all those present to put the word out that ASR/BADASS

Is now able to offer short term suppoprt to any club with a coaching programme.

6. PRESENTATION BY MATT BAKER, ESR SW REGION MANAGER

Matt began by saying that his region comprised 7 counties, with Bristol and area currently of major priority.  He pointed all those present towards the new website Big Hit (www.thebighit), which is has already been funded by Sports England for four years;  future funding depends on the reports submitted.

Various initiatives are currently in place: 

       ‘TRY IT’, a one-off session to attract new and returning players

‘PLAY IT’, a 5-week or longer programme, which could be accessed by      advertising local club nights or special sessions

‘COURT CHALLENGE’,  a box league for recreational players, perhaps with an attractive kit deal

‘SQUASHERSIZE’, a calorie-burning exercise for women, involving both movement and music

The main target for the ESR in the first year will be Bristol, BANES and North Somerset, aimed at those who want to play but are not sure how to go about it. The delivery partners are: 

Elite Squash (Bristol, South Glos,. Somerset, BANES)

Richard Coleman (BANES)

Mark Kirby (North Somerset)

Trained Leisure staff and volunteers will be the activators.

Key Stakeholders:

ESR SW
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WESPORT

Bristol City Council

SLM

Circadian Leisure

Parkwood Leisure

Funding:

Sport England ‘Inspirational Facilities’

ESR SW    Hub and Spoke

WESPORT and Partners

Elite Squash

 Grass roots level funds up to £3k. are available.

After thanking Matt for his very interesting and informative talk, Nick reminded everyone that funds are also available for court refurbishment, and Matt and ERS may also be able to help here.

Andy Page (Kingsdown)  noted that SLM are most unwilling to let any courts be used for free.  This seems to be common with many public facilities, though the County Council seems more approachable.

7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS/COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Rob Livingstone, the LeagueTreasurer,  has had to resign because of pressure of work, and it was agreed that the two posts should be combined.  Olly Morrall, the current Avon Squash Treasurer, was nominated by the Chairman and seconded by Mark Regan, and confirmed unanimously.

In the absence of any other willing volunteers all other Officers were con firmed in post.

8. PROPOSED RULE CHANGES

Rule 17

Rule 14

Rule 6a

9. ROLL OF HONOUR

The following players were nominated and agreed as:

Most improved Player:                   Calum Davies Smith        Thornbury

Player of the Year      :                   Ryan Davies                     Whitchurch

Greatesrt Contribution to Squash: Adrian Taylor                   Gordano

10. BAD LEAGUE REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS

League Secretaries Jeremy Burns, Ruth Drysdale and Pat Sherwood presented the awards to the captains of the winning teams in the Men’s and Women’s 1912-13 Winter and Summer Leagues.

11.  There being no further business the meeting closed.

